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My Dear FRIEND, | 
— Et it be no wonder to- you, that when I parted 


== WE 


S<=W)-|| from you laſt,, which was when I came into 
VESSY | the Duke of Monmunth's Regiment, and there- 
S&T; in intended for Fraxce, that I ſhould give you 
nq account of my Intentions, or Proceedings 
in that Aﬀair. There were many things 
(which as repreſentations of your ill liking 
221| thereof) diſſwaded me from making you ac- 
| quainted therewith; for I taking you. as my 
real Friend, well knew the influence which you had always over 
me, ever ſince our firſt acquaintance; and that your many Argy- 
ments (which you knew how well enough ro fit up for that pur- 
poſe) would be Armour of Proof ſufficient againſt all the Weapons 
T could ever be able to uſe for my ſelf in that caſe. Theſe things 
thus working upon me, made me keep my mind to my ſelf, that as I 
would not þe found openly aQting againſt your will, ſo what I did 
do ſhould be without your \ Soars... I did it raſhly at all adven- 
tures, and became a Volunteer in the Duke of Monmonth's Regi- 
ment: as yet I haye no cauſe to complain, nor in the leaſt to repent, 
from which Iam as far as the Eaſt is fromthe Weſt ; and do fur- 
ther reſolve, to ſpend all the remainder of my days in a Souldiers 
life, 


—_ 


And now, $1R, I doubt not but you are defirous to hear ſome- 
thing of our Procedure in this our Deſign into France; of which I 
can inform you as yet but of little, beſide what is reported as com- 
mon amongſt us, After our arrival upon the French Shore, we 
were kindly entertained among the French-men , where we had 
good Meat, Drink, Lodging, and other accommodations z as alſo 
our Coats, Hats, Hoſe, Shoes, Musket and Sword, and other Am- 
munition, according to promile. | 

We travelled three hundred and odd miles into the Country : 
during all which way and time, I met not with any fo great con- 
tent in England; beſides the courtefie and civility of the people, 
and the Kings allowance ; by which as we were wholly free from 
want, ſo nothing more could well be defired by perſons in cur con- 
dition, At length we came to a Town called Tontoiſe, where 
our whole Regiment was compleated, to the number of two thou- 


ſand and four hundred men at Arms, befides Officers, We m_ 
thus 


- ; (4) 

thus compleated on the tweaty chird of 4pril laſt, being St. Georges 
Day, being Commanded by his Highnels F 44 Es Duke of 
Monmouth , under the Condudt and Banner of the King of France. .' 
The ſame Day we received Orders from His Highneſs, g@ march © 
for the Camp on the 25 of April next following, whigit1s now 
in Flders : the whole bent of all the Kings Forces1s 2gainſt the 
Dutch, where, unleſs ſome ſtrange Providence prevent the Po- 
litick defigns of this' Monarch, it cannot be judged lefs in reaſon, 
but that people, will not only prove really miſerable, bur rather 
hazard a Certain deſtruction : For although ir is true, thac they 
-may be really ſtrong by Sea ; yet their ſtrength there, compared 
with the' Engliſh, is no more than a Pigmy coa Gyanc: Bur at 
Land (whatſoever they may be at Sea) their ftrength is lictle, 
their Souldiers few', and of them the greateſt part (as far as T 
' can hear by credible intelligence) very puſillaminous and faint- 
hearted. 0 £3 

We have no fear nor diſpair uponout Spirits, andir is j 
ir cannot be long before we come tothe! rryal of our Yalou® 
'Impoſlible it.is bur that ſome of us maft be'cut off; bur we douber 
'not in the general to perform what we undertake, having/ſorruly 
"Noble. a Perſon to be our Commander, and the Encouragement. 
of (ſo great 2 Prince, |  } CPE 
I am at this crime in perfect health, and have not had che leaſt 

- Gckrieſs ſince I came into Frame; where I have lived, not 'only 
with much freedom and content of mind, 'belides the pleaſantnefs 
-of the journey; but alſo hope. to live to/return again into Emglany,. 
-with mach more ſatisfa&tion, than all my Friends were ableto give 
"me. TI would have given you a larger account, but becauſe of my 
preſent occaſions and haſte, I am forced to' be ſhore, and irideed 
"ſhorter than T would:' pray have reſpe& for. your Friend,” and 
have me in remembrance in your daily 'prayers to God Almighty. 
My love to your ſelf, your wife and family, and to all che reſt of 
my friends in Londen, who enquire aftermy Welfare, 


Your Friend and Seryanr, 


Fo Fo 


